
August 7, 2008                                                                                                                    Solon City Council 
Solon, Iowa                                                                                                                                   Solon Library 
 
Mayor Jedlicka opened regular City Council meeting at 5:30 pm. Roll Call: Cami Rasmussen, Sue 
Ballantyne and Brad Kunkel. Absent: Steve Stange and Brad Randall. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. Also 
Present: Cassandra Lippincott, Scott Kleppe, Susie Siddell, City Engineer Dave Schechinger and City 
Attorney Ben Hayek. 
 
Motion by Ballantyne to approve the Agenda. Seconded by Kunkel. Roll Call: Rasmussen, Ballantyne and 
Kunkel. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Citizen Speak: Todd Hauser thanked the Council for the tremendous job they are all doing. Hauser stated 
he was present on behalf of the Solon Methodist Church. Hauser stated they would be doing some work on 
the Church and was asking the Council to waive the permit fees. Mayor Jedlicka stated they would put this 
on the Agenda for the next Council meeting.  
Dennis Gosnell, from 221 W. Sover St. was present stating to Council, a neighbor was running a business 
out of their home. 
Vernon Smith, from 101 E. Short St. informed Council that a lawn ornament was damaged he felt during 
Beef Days. Smith stated to Council he felt there should be more patrolling more through out the town not 
just on Main Street. Mayor Jedlicka stated he would let the Sheriff’s Office know of the concerns.  
 
 
Motion by Kunkel to approve the Consent Agenda including minutes from the July 17, 2008 meeting, 
treasurer’s report and the list of bills. Seconded by Rasmussen. Roll Call: Rasmussen, Ballantyne and 
Kunkel. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Public Works Report: Kleppe stated Hardline Construction was hired to help with replacing 160 feet of 
new pipe. Kleppe felt the retention basin was 90% better other than a few low spots the area was much 
more dry and there was still some grading and seeding that needed to be done. Kleppe wanted to stress the 
area would need to be kept maintained or would go back to the same problem. Kleppe stated he would be 
off for surgery. Rasmussen questioned the Curb and Gutter projects. Kleppe stated they would have to be 
put off till spring as he will be off 3-6 weeks. Kleppe stated they were going to try and get Green Acres 
done in the middle of September. 
Mayor Jedlicka thanked staff for all the good work during Beef Days and Ragbrai. 
 
 
Attorney Report: Hayek stated there was an ongoing fence dispute between two neighbors and Council had 
three options: (1) Go ahead and enforce Ordinance, (2) Place owners of fence on notice to take care of and 
(3) Take no action. Rasmussen questioned if a formal survey had been done. Hayek stated the property 
owners that did not own the fence had one done by MMS and that is was recorded but the property owners 
of the fence had not had one done. Gosnell stated he had paid $1800.00 to have the survey done and 
expects Council to follow the Ordinance. Ballantyne stated she has a problem with the current fence 
Ordinance and how difficult it is to maintain the devil’s row between two fences. Gosnell stated the 
neighboring fence was partially on his property. Rasmussen agreed with Ballantyne but stated she felt the 
Ordinance should not be changed. Kunkel and Rasmussen felt the owners of the fence should be given a 
two week time limit to get fencing taken care of. Ballantyne stated she would like the fence ordinance 
looked at. 
 
 
Mayor Jedlicka stated there would be an Open House at the Church in Ely and he received letters on Grants 
received by the Spartan Fun Run, the Solon Fire Dept. and the Solon Senior Site Council.. 
 
 



Old Business: Drainage Issues: Mayor Jedlicka stated there were two separate issues at the Marshek Ct. 
area and were here to discuss the property of Shirley Dvorak. He felt the City has removed the trees and put 
in new piping at no cost and now would  be the respondsibility of the association. Randy Cline questioned 
if the Homeowners Association was recorded and felt 90% of the water comes from the school. Hayek 
stated the City has gone above and beyond their respondsibility. Hayek stated a meeting should be held 
with property owners with Kunkel asking that a person from the school attend.  Mayor Jedlicka questioned 
the issue at Dvorak’s property. Schechinger stated the approximate costs for fixing the problem at Dvorak’s 
would be $1500 for connection fees, $2515 for materials and $4685 for labor, Schechinger stated the water 
appears to be coming from underground. Ballantyne stated since the pipe had been replaced on Snead’s 
property Dvorak’s area seems to be worse and questioned Schechinger on the estimate to fix Dvorak’s 
issue.  Rasmussen stated she had a problem with spending approximately $9000 without knowing the 
problem would be fixed. Dvorak stated when the school waters the football field people’s yards gets 
soaking wet. Rasmussen suggested a meeting with the City Attorney,  City Engineer, City Administrator, 
Dvorak and the school should take place with the School Board and Superintendent also being invited.  
 
 
Ordinance No. 384: Motion by Rasmussen to approve the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 384, an 
Ordinance amending the Solon City Code with respect to the Weed Ordinance. Seconded by Kunkel. Roll 
Call Vote: Rasmussen, Ballantyne and Kunkel. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Council Meeting Date: Motion by Kunkel to direct staff to draft Ordinance to change Council meeting 
night to Wednesday’s.  Seconded by Rasmussen. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
School Fees: Lippincott stated Park & Rec met,  formally approved to pay for no outdoor usage, pay $10.00 
for practices and games and $25.00 janitor fees. Park & Rec requested a $2200 budget amendment to cover 
the additional fees. Ellen Wise, representing Park & Rec stated they would be trying to minimize usage.  
Motion by Ballantyne to accept school fees.  Motion died for lack of second.  Rasmussen stated she did not 
feel comfortable accepting the fees because she feels the school is gaining alot. Rasmussen stated she feels 
the school is gaining alot and City is paying higher fees. Kunkel stated it doesn’t seem fair the City is 
giving up more. Rasmussen asked for a counter offer possibly no charges for practices and no outdoor 
charges. Motion by Kunkel to table till next meeting. Seconded by Ballantyne. Kunkel and Ballantyne Aye. 
Rasmussen Nay. Motion Carried. 2-1. 
 
 
New Business: 
Request from Solon Senior Housing Corporation: Bill Leefers was present requesting waiving of building 
permit fees. Lippincott stated in the past the City’s contribution was approximately $15000. Ballantyne 
stated she was not in favor of waiving the inspector’s fees. Motion by Ballantyne to waive City hook up 
fees, administration fee and recoupment feee. Seconded by Kunkel. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Spartan Fund Run: Motion by Ballantyne to approve action regarding Spartan Fund Street Usage Request. 
Seconded by Rasmussen. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Acceptance of Racine/Sovers Project: Motion by Rasmussen to accept the improvements to Racine/Sovers 
Street and authorizing the signing of the Certificate of Completion. Seconded by Kunkel. All Ayes. Motion 
Carried. 3-0. 
 
 
Administrator Comments: Lippincott informed Council FEMA representatives have been given numbers 
for the Flood Recovery and that hopefully the City will receive reimbursement for labor and equipment.  
Lippincott informed Council the FY08 budget was formally closed and she would be preparing a formal 
financial year end recap for the Council. 



Lippincott stated the Park & Rec Commission had received two concept designs for the park at Fox Ridge 
and they would be having a special meeting to review the concepts and make possible changes.  
Lippincott stated the SEDG Board is finalizing the financial details for the Façade Program and would be 
bringing it to Council. Lippincott informed Council she would be out of the office August 15th – 18th.  
 
Council Comments: Ballantyne questioned on District one being completed for sidewalk checks. Lippincott 
stated that it was and Kleppe stated he would be checking on them next week.  Ballantyne informed 
Council the Library had a meeting and have four different concepts and would be bringing them to the 
Council.  
 
 
Motion by Kunkel to adjourn meeting at 7:30 pm. Seconded by Ballantyne. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 3-0. 
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______________________________          _________________________________ 
Susie Siddell, City Clerk                               Rick Jedlicka, Mayor 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 


